
 

Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by design to have 

a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal discipleship through intentional and 

systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a church planting church; and a Grace-based 

fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace characterized by a Gospel-driven sanctification that 

celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 

 

Greetings: 
 
The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 
week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  
In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 
the congregation. 
 
They are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye mistakes can be found.  So he 
asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and charity. 
 
Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to 
email him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
 
Date:  March 29, 2013 – Good Friday 
 
Sermon Title: “But the LORD was Pleased to Crush Him”  
  
Series Title: Come and Dine – The Long Journey Home 
 
Text:  Isaiah 53:10 
 
Author:  Patrick J. Griffiths ©2013 
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“COME & DINE” – The Long Journey Home – LENT/EASTER 2013 
 

[EXCELLENT VIDEO] “WHY I CALL IT GOOD FRIDAY” 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AVOx981auUM  
 
Date:  March 29, 2013 
Title:  “Good Friday – But the LORD was Pleased to Crush Him” (Isa. 53:10)  
Text:  Matthew 27; Isaiah 53 
Theme: The death of Jesus Christ marks the fulfillment of the promise and the 

completion of the picture.  Jesus is God’s fullest and final answer to humanities 
debt and alienation.  Jesus redeems sinners and adopts sons and daughters into 
the Father’s family.  He invites back into the warmth of the Father’s embrace. 

 
Introduction:  
 
I desire to keep us in the LENT/EASTER season by putting Good Friday in the context of 
God’s Story. 
 

Thirty years after his parents were married in "the wedding of the century," Prince 
William had his own giant wedding. Kate and William's wedding cost an estimated $34 
million. That makes it perhaps the third most expensive wedding in history. Diana and 
Charles take the cake with a wedding costing $110 million when adjusted for inflation. 
Vanisha Mittal and Amit Bhatia come in third after paying an inflation-adjusted $66 
million.1 

 
We get caught up with the whole celebrity persona whether it is political, sports based or 
Hollywood driven.  Yet as a whole these people can mean well and are genuine but they are, 
like us, fallen, narcissistic, and self-absorbed.  They, like all shadows, are pathetic trinkets 
displaying mud pies and suggesting we buy their pitiable product.  Because we give 
importance and status to record setting or financial accumulation we have no concept of what 
genuine or true courage looks like or who and what is true heroism.  If possible, I desire to 
scrap away all the muck that clutters our thinking and see with a degree of clarity what is 
“true, honorable, right, pure, lovely, good repute, excellent, and worthy of praise” (Phil. 4:8). 
 
I am going to tell you this with as much force as I can: No one paid a higher price for a 
wedding feast than God did so that the likes of you and me might enjoy Him forever. 
 
Good Friday must always be placed in the larger Story.  The brutality of this moment is all too 
common.  Countless multitudes have suffered at the hands of political oppressors and 
spiritual exploiters.  Yet, there is something utterly extraordinary in what is about to unfold.  
All previous betrayals and shuttering violence are but shadows of the voluntary sacrifice 
brought by and being contained in this one sacrifice.  Every sordid story pushes to this one 
Story and will forever flow from this Story.  Although stories can speak of sacrifice and 
substitution and atonement, none have ever or will ever contain the burden bearing and 
embracing force of this one sacrifice.  It will be final and forever a “once for all” offering. 
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The stumbling and scandalous natures of this offering are the wrappings enclosing the 
offering.  It is the pleasure the LORD takes in the crushing that confuses.  Unless and until we 
grasp this singular piece in the larger play we will continue to stumble and dismiss.  The 
crushing is a consequence of God’s singular delight to bring us into His presence so that we 
might enjoy Him forever.  This is the only means to secure such an end.  This is the depth of 
the preparation needed and necessary for the Wedding to take place.  The reason the invitation 
to “COME & DINE” can be extended is because God paid an unfathomable price.  This is that 
Story. 
 
Yet like Joseph we observe the evil intent of those who bring the offering.  What God means 
for good, others mean for evil (Gen. 50:20, 21).  The hands bringing the offering are dirty hands 
smudging the purity of the offering.  We can easily see the soiled thumbprints of the self-
righteous religious establishment (Matt. 27:1).  Making out the betrayer’s indentation is easily 
recognizable (Matt. 27:3).  Remorse flows freely as the damage of the adulterous act descends 
on fevered brow.  The self-preservation of the political appeaser taints the sacrifice by feeble 
attempts to delegate guilt and dismiss duty (Matt. 27:11-15).   
 
The wrappings cannot hide the magnitude of the event.  Let us not think for one moment that 
the serpent’s seed does not realize the significance of what is befalling them.  “Let us sacrifice, 
but let us not bring the lamb that is spotless and without blemish.”  Barabbas is nothing more 
or less than an attempt to divert the Story.  Like all elements within this scene, each plays a 
part.  On one hand we hear the unified cry of Adam’s seed, “crucify Him” (Matt. 27:22, 23).  
And on the other hand we taste the acidic seasoning of hell’s company seeking to push an 
artificial element unto the menu of God’s preparing.  Much more can be said of Barabbas, yet 
this much must be said.   
 
We need not linger in the reading of our text.  Between Matthew 27:26 and 49 there is nothing 
but the raw emotion, guilt encased outrage and shard remains of spent passion.  In the midst 
of darkness there is light and in defeat there is victory, but oh the wrenching scene paving this 
path.   
 
Consider the significant personages noted throughout this chapter.  I will note twelve.  
Somewhere in here you and I are found. 
 

I. All the chief priests and the elders of the people (vv. 1, 2, 62-66) 
 
High Priest, Chief Priests, Priests, and Levites - members of the tribe of Levi who were 
responsible for the temple and its sacrifices, and thus were the religious and social leaders of 
the Jewish people.  

• Priests and Levites in ancient Israel had to be men from the tribe of Levi; any Jews from 
the eleven other tribes could not be priests. 

• Levites (members of the tribe of Levi who were not priests) assisted in the practical 
operation of the temple as guards, musicians, etc. (Luke 10:32; John 1:19; Acts 4:36; cf. 
Num 3, 8; etc.). 
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• Priests offered the sacrifices and took care of other cultic/ritual concerns in the temple 
(Mark 1:44; Matt 12:4-5; Luke 1:5-23; etc.). 

• The same Greek word is translated "High Priest" (sg.) and "Chief Priests" (pl.) in most 
English Bibles; they were in charge of the Temple in Jerusalem and thus were the most 
important religious leaders in ancient Israel, at least prior to the destruction of the 
Temple in 70 CE. 

• The High Priest was appointed annually, but members of the family of Annas and 
Caiaphas were often reappointed in the first century (Matt 26:3, 57; Luke 3:2; John 11:49; 
18:12-28; Acts 4:6). 

• The Gospels portray the chief priests (often with the scribes and elders) as members of 
the ruling authorities who opposed Jesus, long sought to arrest and kill him, and 
eventually condemned him to death (in cooperation with the Roman governor). 

 
Elders - the "older men" of a community who formed the ruling elite and were often members 
of official "councils".  

• The Greek word "presbyter" simply refers to older men, but was mainly used for men 
respected by others as leaders and role models. 

• The Gospels usually portray the elders (often with scribes and/or priests) as opponents 
of Jesus who conspired to have him killed. 

• The NT Letters and Epistles also mention "elders" as leaders of the early Christian 
communities (1 Tim 5:17-20; 1 Peter 5:1-5). 

• The Book of Revelation gives a prominent role to "twenty-four elders" who surround 
God's throne (Rev 4:4-11). 

http://catholic-resources.org/Bible/Jewish_Groups.htm  
 

II. Judas (vv. 3-10)  
 
The name Judas (Ioudas) is the Greek form of Judah (Hebrew "praised"), a proper name 
frequently found both in the Old and the New Testament. Even among the Twelve there were 
two that bore the name, and for this reason it is usually associated with the surname Iscariot 
[Hebrew "a man of Kerioth" or Carioth, which is a city of Judah (cf. Joshua 15:25)]. There can 
be no doubt that this is the right interpretation of the name, though the true origin is obscured 
in the Greek spelling, and, as might be expected, other derivations have been suggested (e.g. 
from Issachar).  
 
Very little is told us in the Sacred Text concerning the history of Judas Iscariot beyond the bare 
facts of his call to the Apostolate, his treachery, and his death. His birthplace, as we have seen, 
is indicated in his name Iscariot, and it may be remarked that his origin separates him from the 
other Apostles, who were all Galileans. For Kerioth is a city of Judah. It has been suggested 
that this fact may have had some influence on his career by causing want of sympathy with his 
brethren in the Apostolate. We are told nothing concerning the circumstances of his call or his 
share in the ministry and miracles of the Apostles. And it is significant that he is never 
mentioned without some reference to his great betrayal. Thus, in the list of the Apostles given 
in the Synoptic Gospels, we read: "and Judas Iscariot, who also betrayed him". (Matthew 10:4. 
Cf. Mark 3:19; Luke 6:16). So again in St. John's Gospel the name first occurs in connection with 
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the foretelling of the betrayal: "Jesus answered them: Have not I chosen you twelve; and one of 
you is a devil? Now he meant Judas Iscariot, the son of Simon: for this same was about to 
betray him whereas he was one of the twelve" (John 6:71-2). 
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/08539a.htm  
 

III. Pilate (vv. 11-15) 
 
Pontius Pilate – Roman Governor of Judea, Learn Why Pontius Pilate Ordered 
Jesus' Execution, From Jack Zavada 
Pontius Pilate was a key figure in the trial of Jesus Christ, ordering Roman troops to carry out 
Jesus' death sentence by crucifixion. As Roman governor and supreme judge in the province 
from 26-37 A.D., Pilate had the sole authority to execute a criminal. This soldier and politician 
found himself caught between the unforgiving empire of Rome and the religious scheming of 
the Jewish council, the Sanhedrin. 
Pontius Pilate's Accomplishments: 
Pilate was assigned to collect taxes, oversee building projects, and keep law and order. He 
maintained peace through brute force and subtle negotiation. Pontius Pilate's predecessor, 
Valerius Gratus, went through three High Priests before he found one to his liking: Joseph 
Caiaphas. Pilate retained Caiaphas, who apparently knew how to cooperate with the Roman 
overseers. 
Pontius Pilate's Strengths: 
Pontius Pilate was probably a successful soldier before he received this appointment through 
patronage. In the gospels, he is portrayed as finding no fault with Jesus and symbolically 
washes his hands of the matter. 
Pontius Pilate's Weaknesses: 
Pilate was afraid of the Sanhedrin and a possible riot. He knew Jesus was innocent of the 
charges against him yet gave in to the crowd and had Jesus crucified anyway. 
http://christianity.about.com/od/newtestamentpeople/a/Pontius-Pilate.htm  
 

IV. Barabbas (vv. 16-26) 
 
Barabbas was a criminal whom the gospels say was released by the Romans instead of Jesus. 
Bar-abbas means “son of the father,” thus a false “son of the father” was chosen by the Jews to 
be released while the true “son of the father” was delivered to the Romans for crucifixion. 
http://atheism.about.com/od/biblepeoplenewtestament/p/Barabbas.htm  
 
The name Barabbas appears nowhere else in the New Testament, nor do any of the gospels 
give any information about his previous or subsequent life. The name may be an Aramaic 
patronymic meaning “son of the father” (bar abba) or “son of the teacher” (bar rabban), 
indicating perhaps that his father was a Jewish leader. According to the early biblical scholar 
Origen and other commentators, the full name of Barabbas may have been Jesus Barabbas, 
since Jesus was a common first name. Therefore the crowd was presented with a choice 
between two persons with the same name.  
http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/52523/Barabbas  
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V. Pilate’s wife (vv. 19) 
 
What do we know about Pilate's Wife? Portrait of a Roman woman, by Henryk Siemiradzki 
We really know very little, except that she was high-born, Roman, well-educated and wealthy.  
She was not named in Matthew's gospel because naming a person makes them real and 
individual, and that was not the purpose of the gospel writer.   
To him she was a symbol or a literary device rather than a real person - though she obviously 
existed.  
The writer of Matthew's gospel wanted his listener/reader to focus on the incident and what it 
showed about Pilate, rather than on the person who was Pilate's wife.  
http://www.womeninthebible.net/2.9.Pilates_Wife.htm  
 

VI. The crowds (vv. 20-25) 
 
A throng (as borne along); by implication, the rabble; by extension, a class of people; 
figuratively, a riot:--company, multitude, number (of people), people, press. 
 

VII. The soldiers of the governor (vv. 26-31) 
 
A camper-out, i.e. a (common) warrior (literally or figuratively):--soldier. 
 

VIII. Simon from Cyrene (v. 32) 
 
Simon of Cyrene Carries the Cross of Jesus  
What happened on Good Friday?  
To travel to Jerusalem for Passover was the desire of every Jew who lived outside of Judea. 
And their dedication was evidenced by the distance they traveled to get there. The city of 
Cyrene was an ancient Greek colony, located on the northeastern coast of present-day Libya, 
where a large community of Jews lived. It was a great distance from Jerusalem, nearly 900 
miles, and those who made the journey most like made it only a handful of times in their life.  
 
Travel from Cyrene to Jerusalem took a month or more, and was potentially dangerous. Jews 
that traveled that kind of distance took a big risk due to unpredictable weather conditions, 
desert marauders, wild animals and other perilous circumstances. So for Simon of Cyrene and 
others, seeing the city walls coming into view offered relief and a sense of accomplishment.  
 
Simon may have heard of Jesus a time or two. With Cyrene near the coastline, ships of 
merchants often brought with them tales from distant lands. Certainly it was said that Jesus 
was a good teacher. News probably spread of Lazarus being raised from the dead. But what 
may have intrigued Simon the most was the chance that Jesus was the promised Messiah. 
Upon arriving in Jerusalem, Simon may have been confused to see the city in such an uproar. 
Multitudes traveled there every year, which would heighten everyone's excitement. But this 
time the atmosphere was heavy with dissension. 
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Angry mobs crowded the streets, some shouting, others weeping bitterly. It would have been 
difficult for anyone to maneuver through the chaotic streets to see what all the commotion was 
about. Perhaps someone told Simon that Jesus was going to be crucified. Making his way 
through the crowds, he wanted to catch a glimpse of the man that the people were so eager to 
kill.  
 
Simon didn't see it coming. He was trying to make sense of the outrage when a Roman soldier 
pulled him from the crowd, ordering him to carry the cross. Simon must have been mortified. 
He knew that to carry it would render him unclean, and thus unfit to eat the Passover meal. 
All those miles he had traveled would have been in vain. Surely anger and fear stirred within 
him. Anger over a Roman's authority to ask him to do such a thing, and fear of what would be 
done to him if he refused to obey. And then he saw him. Or what was left of him. 
 
The body of Jesus was mutilated beyond recognition. He was barely able to stand, let alone 
able to bear the weight of his own cross. It didn't make sense. If this was the Messiah, it was 
not supposed to end this way. Having no choice, Simon swallowed his pride, took up the 
cross, and followed Jesus. Likely it was fear that initially moved him to obey. But as Simon 
carried the cross through the narrow streets, he must have marveled at the fortitude of the 
condemned man. The hatred and sorrow that came from the crowd was intense, but Jesus 
focused on the road ahead of him as he took one agonizing step after another. Not once did 
Jesus speak a word of protest.  
 
Simon may not have fully understood who Jesus was, but surely he recognized that Jesus was 
no ordinary man. He may not have been able to participate in the Passover feast, but that year 
Simon of Cyrene had an encounter with the Passover Lamb that surely changed his life 
forever.  
Written by: Amy Miller http://www.sharefaith.com/guide/Christian-Holidays/simon-of-
cyrene-picks-up-the-cross.html  
 

IX. And those passing by (vv. 39, 40)  
 
Probably in mock commiseration. "Jews again appear on the scene, with a malice like that 
shewn in the trial before the Sanhedrin" (McNeile). "To us it may seem incredible that even his 
worst enemies could be guilty of anything so brutal as to hurl taunts at one suffering the 
agonies of crucifixion" (Bruce). These passers-by (paratêroumenoi) look on Jesus as one now 
down and out. They jeer at the fallen foe.  A.T. Robertson’s N.T. Word Pictures on Matthew 
27:39. 
 

X. The centurion (v. 54) 
 
Definition: A centurion was an officer in the army of ancient Rome. They got their name 
because they commanded 100 men (centuria = 100 in Latin).  Centurions were hardened, 
experienced soldiers, skilled at killing. Most were enlisted men promoted through the ranks 
after 15 to 20 years of service. 
http://christianity.about.com/od/glossary/a/Centurion.htm  
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XI. Many women (v. 55-56, 61) 

 
We have come to expect the women from Galilee to be faithful, last at the Cross and first at the 
tomb. Luke (Lu 23:49) says that "all his acquaintance" (pantes hoi gnôstoi autôi) stood at a 
distance and saw the end. One may hope that the apostles were in that sad group. But 
certainly many women were there. The Mother of Jesus had been taken away from the side of 
the Cross by the Beloved Disciple to his own home (Joh 19:27). Matthew names three of the 
group by name. Mary Magdalene is mentioned as a well-known person though not previously 
named in Matthew's Gospel. Certainly she is not the sinful woman of Lu 7:1ff. nor Mary of 
Bethany. There is another Mary, the mother of James and Joseph (Joses) not otherwise known 
to us. And then there is the mother of the sons of Zebedee (James and John), usually identified 
with Salome (Mr 15:40). These noble and faithful women were "beholding from afar" (apo 
makrothen theôrousai). These three women may have drawn nearer to the Cross for Mary the 
Mother of Jesus stood beside the Cross (para tôi staurôi) with Mary of Clopas and Mary 
Magdalene (Joh 19:25) before she left. They had once ministered unto Jesus (diakonousai autôi) 
and now he is dead.  Matthew does not try to picture the anguish of heart of these noble 
women nor does he say as Luke (Lu 23:48) does that "they returned smiting their breasts." He 
drops the curtain on that saddest of all tragedies as the loyal band stood and looked at the 
dead Christ on Golgotha. What hope did life now hold for them? A.T. Robertson’s N.T. Word 
Pictures on Matthew 27:55. 
 

XII. Joseph of Arimathea (vv. 57-60) 
  
Joseph of Arimathea was a wealthy disciple of Jesus, who, according to the book of Matthew 
27:57-60, asked Pontius Pilate for permission to take Jesus' dead body in order to prepare it for 
burial. He also provided the tomb where the crucified Lord was laid until his Resurrection. 
Joseph is mentioned in a few times in parallel passages in Mark, Luke and John, but nothing 
further is heard about his later activities. 
 
Apocryphal legend, however, supplies us with the rest of his story by claiming that Joseph 
accompanied the Apostle Philip, Lazarus, Mary Magdalene & others on a preaching mission to 
Gaul. Lazarus & Mary stayed in Marseilles, while the others travelled north. At the English 
Channel, St.Philip sent Joseph, with twelve disciples, to establish Christianity in the most far-
flung corner of the Roman Empire: the Island of Britain. The year AD 63 is commonly given 
for this "event", with AD 37 sometimes being put forth as an alternative. It was said that Joseph 
achieved his wealth in the metals trade, and in the course of conducting his business, he 
probably became acquainted with Britain, at least the south-western parts of it.  
http://www.britannia.com/history/biographies/joseph.html  
 
Matthew 27:50 initiates the victory.  John captures this moment with, “It is finished” (John 
19:30; Rev. 21:6).  The means of returning to Edenic conditions has been fully and finally 
achieved.  All who thirst may come; the weak and heavily laden may find their rest in Him.  
We can sit, because He stood.  We can rest, because He worked.  We can be filled, because 
He was emptied.  And we can live, because He died. 
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• Friday is the Road to Sunday – without a cross there would be no resurrection 
• This is the linchpin on which all of HisStory swings – everything changes 
• The certainty of God counters the fickleness of humanity – where humanity fails, God 

wins. 
• Everyone Has a Problem with the Cross - God will do for us what we cannot do for 

ourselves.  
 
There is no other conclusion to this graphic image but, “Truly this was the Son of God” (v. 62)!  
Swirling about this muddied scene is a promise, “Sir, we remember that when He was still 
alive that deceiver said, ‘After three days I am to rise again’” (Matt. 27:63).  Can it be?  Is it so?  
Come and see. 
 
Shepherding the Sheep: (What’s the NEXT STEP?) 
 
 

1. “COME” MY FRIENDS AND “DINE” 
 
 
                                                 
1
 http://www.businessinsider.com/most-expensive-weddings-in-history-2011-4?op=1  


